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Which Is More
Effective:
Innovative or
Generic Drugs?

Which Is More Effective: Innovative or
Generic Drugs?

Pharmaceutical drugs are fundamental to
What Is the

Difference modern medical practice, playing a vital role
Between
Innovative and

Generic Drugs? Therefore, it is important to focus on the

in diagnosis, treatment, and prevention.

effectiveness of generic drugs in comparison
to Innovative drugs to enhance medication
awareness among the public and healthcare

professionals.

Quality Assurance 3

and Drug The Positive
Regulation in the Impact of Generic
Kingdom AN Drugs
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Brand (Innovator) Drug Development: Generic Drug Development:

Discovery Patent Expiry ]
New drug is found and tested in labs and 1 Once brand patent ends, others can make ﬁ :
animals. generics. )
Clinical Trials Generic Application

Tested in humans (3 phases) for safety
and effectiveness.

Approval
Submitted to regulatory agencies (like
FDA) for marketing.

o Ry 5

Launch =
Branded drug enters the market. ?:EE:CE

2 Filed to show the generic is the same as
the brand.

Bioequivalence
3 Testing: Proves the generic works the
same in the body.

4 Approval

Regulatory agency approves the generic.

=
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Jo
L Jo

5 Market Launch
Generic drug enters market—cheaper,
same effect.

d0

=0
=

1 0

F  Patent Protection Y
Company gets exclusive rights M
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What Is the Difference Between Innovative
and Generic Drugs?

Common Misconceptions
About Generic Drugs

Despite regulatory authorities confirming the safety and efficacy of generic drugs, several misconceptions

persist, such as:

Generic drugs are less effective because
they're cheaper

Fact

The lower cost is due to the absence of research,
development, and marketing expenses, not due to
inferior quality. Generic drugs must pass bioequivalence
tests to be approved.

Innovative Drug is a brand-name drug and is developed by a
pharmaceutical company after years of clinical research and studies,
which may take more than tenyears. This process includes evaluating
its effectiveness, safety, and optimal dosage, and registering it with
regulatory health authorities. To protect their intellectual property,
companies obtain patents that grant them exclusive rights to
manufacture and market the drug for up to 10 years or more.

Generic drugs cause more side effects

All medications, whether generic or brand-name can
cause side effects depending on the body’s response.
No scientific evidence supports that generics cause
more side effects.

genericdrugis produced after the expiration of the patent protection
period. It contains the same active ingredient, concentration,
dosage form, and method of use as the original. Its effectiveness
is evaluated through bioequivalence studies, which confirm that its
absorption and biological effect do not differ significantly from the
Innovative drug, making it a safe and effective alternative.

Generic drugs are not as high-quality as
Innovative ones

Regulatory authorities, such as the Saudi Food and
Drug Authority (SFDA), ensure that generic drugs meet
international standards for quality and effectiveness
before allowing them to be marketed.

Generic drugs are only used when the

Innovative ones are unavailable

Generic drugs are approved alternatives and can be
used directly, not just as a backup. Correcting these
misconceptions is a shared responsibility among
pharmacists, physicians, and health authorities.
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Quality Assurance and Drug
Regulation in the Kingdom
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To ensure patient safety and the effectiveness of generic drugs, the Saudi Food and Drug Authority

(SFDA) plays a critical regulatory role through:

e Vigilance Program: for reporting and monitoring side effects or quality concerns.
e Regular market surveillance: to monitor drug availability and quality.
e Strict registration requirements: including bioequivalence studies and laboratory testing to ensure generic

drugs meet global standards.

20

The Positive
Impact of
Generic Drugs

Generic drugs contribute to achieving

national strategic goals, including:

Strengthening pharmaceutical security: by
reducing dependency on imports.
Supporting local industry: by enabling
domestic manufacturers to produce effective
alternatives.

Reducing healthcare costs: for both patients
and healthcare providers.

21
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Conclusion

Global drug authorities such as the Saudi Food and Drug Authority (SFDA),
U.S. FDA, and European Medicines Agency (EMA) affirm that approved
generic drugs offer the same therapeutic efficacy as Innovative drugs.
With advanced regulatory systems in the Kingdom, the use of generic

drugs is a safe and effective choice—both individually and nationally.
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